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1stDocumented Bleederôs Disease

2ndcentury: Talmudic ruling of Rabbi Judah the 

Patriarch exempts a woman's 3rd son from circumcision 

if two elder brothers had died of bleeding after 

circumcision

2ndcentury: Rabbi Simon ben Gamaliel forbade a boy 

to be circumcised after sons of his mother's three elder 

sisters had died after circumcision

11th century: Arabic surgeon Albucasisdescribes 

village males who bled to death from trivial wounds

Ingram GIC. The history of haemophilia. J Clin Pathol 1976; 29: 469-79.
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1791-1803: British & American Families

Å 1000-1800: Several references to ñbleedersò

Å 1791 (Britain), Zoll: 6 brothers bled to death after 

minor injuries
ï Half-siblings by a different mother were unaffected

Å 1803 (Philadelphia), Otto: ñA hemorrhagic 

disposition existing in certain familiesñ
ï Recorded males in his own family with symptoms and recognized 

transmission through asymptomatic women

ï Traced pedigree to a woman named Smith in Plymouth, 1720ï30

Otto quoted in Bulloch W, Fildes P. Treasury of human inheritance, parts 

V & VI, section XIVa, Haemophilia, 1911. 
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1800ï28: Documented Names

Å Bleeding disease

Å Haemorrhoea

Å Idiosyncrasia haemorrhagica

Å Hereditary haemorrhagic diathesis

Å 1828: first use of "haemophilia" (blood-loving) 

appears in the title of a treatise by Hopff at 

University of Zurich

Hopff F. Cited by United States Surgeon Generalôs catalogue, 1st series: 

Hemophilia, 1828.
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Bulloch and Fildes

Bulloch W, Fildes P. Treasury of human inheritance, 

parts V and VI, section XIVa, haemophilia. 

Published as Eugenics Laboratory memoirs XII, Francis Galton 

Laboratory for National Eugenics, University of London; 1911, 

Dulau and Co, 37 Soho Square, London.

Å 1000 references and case reports

Å 200 pedigrees

Å Identified haemophilia as sex-linked, but carrier 

status not understood

Å Meticulously traces the spread of the mutation 

throughout Queen Victoriaôs family
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Alexandrina Victoria; 

May 24, 1819ïJan 22 

1901, was Queen of the 

United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Ireland from 

June 20, 1837 until her 

death, altogether 63 

years and 7 months. The 

Victorian era was a time 

of UK industrial, political, 

and military progress.
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Queen Victoria

ÅPresumed spermatogenesis mutation in 

father; Edward, Duke of Kent, who was in 

his 50s when Victoria was conceived

ÅVictoriaôs seventh child, Leopold, was 

hemophilic
ïStigmatized as an invalid by his mother

ïMarried at 29

ïDied of cerebral hemorrhage following a fall at 31

ÅTwo daughters, Alice and Beatrice were 

carriers. Alice was second, Beatrice ninth

Massie RK. Nicholas and Alexandra. (1968). Gollancz, London.
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Mutation


